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No student shall be denied an education solely by reason of head lice infestation, and his/her 1 
educational program shall be restricted only to the extent necessary to minimize the risk of 2 
transmitting the infestation. 3 
 4 
If a student is suspected of having head lice, confirmation will be made by the school nurse or 5 
designated school staff.  Once a confirmation is made, the child’s parent will be contacted by the 6 
school nurse or designated staff. Instructions for treatment and prevention of head lice will be 7 
given and information sent home.  According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 8 
(CDC), students diagnosed with live head lice do not need to be sent home early from school; 9 
they can go home at the end of the day, be treated, and return to class after appropriate treatment 10 
has begun. However, parents of students with live or active infestation may be asked to pick up 11 
their student as soon as possible to begin the treatment process if possible.  Nits may persist after 12 
treatment, but successful treatment should kill crawling lice.  13 
 14 
The student may return to school only after the hair has been treated with a with a pediculicide 15 
product and the parent presents to the school officials recent proof of purchase of the treatment 16 
or a release from the Health Department or health care provider. 17 
 18 
The following procedure should be followed when live bugs are found: 19 
 20 

1.   Child is referred to the clinic based upon teacher or staff observation of lice and/or nits, or 21 
upon scratching of head or the student’s report of itching or crawling feeling. 22 
 23 

2.   Nurse or designated staff shall check the child’s head maintaining privacy to the extent 24 
possible. 25 
 26 

3.   Nurse or designated staff shall call parent/guardian for arrangements for child if live lice 27 
or viable nits are found and to explain the condition, requirements for readmission, and 28 
deadline for readmission.  29 
 30 

4. Parent will be notified that siblings of the student will be checked, to include siblings 31 
who attend another school in the district.  Parents will also be encouraged to talk to other 32 
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parents of close playmates. 33 
 34 

5. Emphasize to parent/guardian the importance of breaking the lice cycle by following all 35 
directions as written if using an over-the-counter treatment. 36 
 37 

6. Student is to report to the school nurse’s office the next school day.  Satisfactory 38 
examination, with parent or guardian present, by the school nurse or designated personnel 39 
if the school nurse is not present, will be necessary for entrance into class.  School nurse 40 
or designated staff will keep a log of students sent home and check for attendance the 41 
following day as the student is not to be admitted into the classroom without clearance 42 
from the nurse’s office. 43 
 44 

7. Upon readmission, students with lice will be checked when they return to school, one 45 
week later, and two weeks later to make sure all lice are gone. 46 
 47 

8. If live bugs are found, a letter will be sent home with students in the grade level where 48 
the live bugs were found.  In accordance with FERPA/HIPAA school officials shall not 49 
disclose to any other parent or guardian the name(s) or private health information of 50 
affected students.  51 

 52 
Board Related Policies – 6.4031 53 























Attachment to AD STU16A Bed Bugs 
Updated 4-4-19 
 

Dear Parent: 
 
Recently, we found a confirmed bed bug in your child’s grade level.  Bed bugs are a nuisance, 
but they are not known to cause or spread disease.  They are usually active at night.  Initially, the 
bite is painless, but it may become swollen and itch, much like a mosquito bite.  Watch for 
clusters of bites, usually in a line, on exposed areas of the body. 
 
Often, the source of bed bugs cannot be determined, as they may be found in many places, 
including hotels, airplanes, and movie theaters.  When a bed bug is found at school, it most likely 
means that someone unknowingly brought the bed bug into the school. 
 
A licensed pest control specialist is completing an integrated pest management plan in our school 
tonight. 
 
It is unlikely for bed bugs to reproduce and spread in schools.  However, if you have experienced 
them in your home, we strongly recommend seeking professional assistance from a qualified pest 
control company. 
 
For further information about bed bugs and preventing bed bugs, please see: 
http://www.cdc.gov/nceh/ehs/Topics/bedbugs.htm 
https://extension.tennessee.edu/publications/Documents/PB1763.pdf 
 
If you have any questions regarding bed bugs in the school, please feel free to contact me.  If you 
have any questions regarding bed bugs found in your home, please contact the local health 
department. 
 
Sincerely, 
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